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Saint Gregory the Illuminator or the Enlightener

Saint Gregory the Illuminator or Saint Gregory the Enlightener (Armenian: Qphgnp Lotuwinphy
translit. Western Armenian: Krikor Lousavoritch, Eastern Armenian: Grigor Lusavorich, Greek:
I'pnyodpiog Pwortrp or Pwrtiotrig, Gregorios Phoster or Photistes) (c. 257 — c. 331) is the patron
saint and first official head of the Armenian Apostolic Church. He was a religious leader who is
credited with converting Armenia from paganism to Christianity, being the first country to
adopt Christianity as its official religion in 301 AD.

ST. GREGORY
THE ENLIGHTENER
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[Source: http://www.armenianchurch.net/church/ gregorvl.htm]

His Early Years

St. Gregory, whose birth name was Suren, was the son of Prince Anag, who was sent to Armenia
by the Sasanian, King of Kings of Iran, to assassinate King Khosrov of Armenia and facilitate the
Iranian occupation of that country. Our ancestors were convinced that St. Gregory had received
the grace of the Apostle because he was conceived near the grave of the Holy Apostle Thaddeus,
the first enlightener of Armenia.

Anag and his brother succeeded in murdering King Khosrov in the city of Vagharshabad in about
A.D. 240. They fled in haste, but the Armenian contingents stopped them near the city of
Ardashad and slew Anag's entire family. Only two infants, Gregory and his brother, were saved
from the massacre. Their Christian nurse Sophia took the boys to Caesarea to Eski Shehir,
southwest of modern Kayseri in Anatolian Turkey.

In Caesarea Gregory was christened and brought up as a Christian. It is believed that St. Firmilian,
the learned bishop of Caesarea, paid special attention to his education. When Gregory was of age,
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he married a Christian girl named Mariam, daughter of David. Mariam's brother was St.
Athenogenes, prelate of Bedochton, who was later martyred and is well known from the works of
early Christian writers.

Gregory and Mariam had two sons, Vrtanes and Arisdages. Three years after Arisdages' birth, the
couple willingly decided to part from each other. The elder child, Vrtanes, was placed in the care
of his nurse and Mariam took the younger Arisdages with her as she withdrew to a convent. The
custom of Christian couples dissolving their marriage ties to seek monastic life was common in the
fourth century. Gregory himself headed for Armenia to serve as King Drtad's secretary. At the
time of King Khosrov's assassination, Drtad, the king's son and heir to the throne, was still an
infant. Drtad was saved and taken to Roman territory. Also saved was Drtad's sister
Khosrovitukhd. Drtad was raised under Roman protection and later joined the Roman legions.
He achieved fame as a valiant soldier and the Romans recognized Drtad as king of Armenia and
helped him to reclaim his ancestral throne in 274. While eastern Armenia was still under Iranian
sovereignty, Drtad ruled for two years before he was ousted from his kingdom.

St. Gregory Reveals His Christian Identity

It was at that time (between 274 and 276) that Gregory, who had found out about his father's vile
deed, decided entered the service of Drtad under a false identity to make amends. He pursued his
duties faithfully over a period of several years. Drtad, once again with Roman help, was
permanently established on the throne of western (Roman) Armenia in 287. Soon after, the
relationship between him and Gregory deteriorated. The ceremony of thanksgiving and sacrifice
to the pagan goddess Anahid in the village of Yeres (province of Yegeghik in western Armenia),
following Drtad's great victory over the Persians. When Gregory refused to offer wreaths and
thick branches of trees to the altar of the goddess at the king's request, he was incarcerated. During
an interrogation by Drtad, Gregory remained firm in his faith in Christ and confessed that he
feared God and worshipped the Holy Trinity.

In reckoning his father's heinous deed by enlightening our people with the Divine light, he gave
the posterity of those who suffered the loss of a king and independence, and opportunity to inherit
eternal life in the kingdom of God.

St. Gregory's Passion

St. Gregory's passion, described in detail by the fifth century writer Agathangelos, and perhaps presented
with exaggerations, reminds us how enduring one becomes through faith and prayer. St. Gregory constantly
attributed his perseverance to divine intervention.

Enraged by Gregory's boldness, King Drtad ordered him to be subjected to twelve different kinds
of torture at a site located to the immediate south of Erez, the present-day city of Erzinjan in
Turkey. A monastery dedicated to the passion of St. Gregory was erected at this site.

Gregory's hands were bound behind him and he was gagged. A block of salt was attached to his
back, a harness was placed around his chest, and he was tied with cords and suspended him from
a high place in the palace. The cross-examination continued and Gregory refused to give in. The
process was repeated to no avail, since Gregory was resolute in his dedication to Christ.

The second torture was more severe. For seven days he was suspended, upside down from one
foot, as dung was burned from below and ten men flogged him with green rods. Throughout the
ordeal Gregory never ceased from praying for the salvation awaiting him. At the completion of
the second torture, Gregory was ready to receive eternal life and dared the king to execute him.
But Drtad wanted to punish him for his insulting attitude towards the gods of the state and for his
obstinacy.

He ordered his shins and feet to be stretched with cords between blocks of wood until they were
bloody. When Gregory defied the pain, Drtad commanded the attendants to drive nails through
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the soles of his feet. As they made him walk on his feet, blood gushed out and covered the earth.
Then they delivered punches to his head, but he did not sway from his faith. His head was placed
in a carpenter's vice and a mixture of salt, borax and rough vinegar was poured into his nose by
means of a reed tube. Not content with this, they tied a sheepskin sack around his neck half-filled
with cinders and left him in that state for six days.

He was once again brought to stand before the king. Gregory's defiance convinced the king that
the tortures had not been strong enough to break him. He ordered him to be turned upside down
so that water would be poured into his belly by means of a funnel. Then the tormentors shredded
the flesh on his flanks with iron scrapers, so that blood gushed out. Following this torture, iron
thistles were brought and spread on the ground. Gregory was thrown on these naked and was
pushed and pulled until his entire body was torn.

When the king expressed amazement about his endurance once again, Gregory replied that it was
due to the grace of God. Enraged at the answer, Drtad ordered the attendants to put iron leggings
on his knees and strike them with heavy hammers. Gregory was suspended from the gallows and
was left there for three days until his knees were broken. Still unyielding, Gregory was subjected
to the most horrible torment. Lead was melted in iron cauldrons and poured over his entire body,
so that his flesh was completely burned. He miraculously survived this torture as well.

The king was now ready to speak to him in milder terms, when one of the courtiers disclosed to
him the true identity of Gregory as the son of the notorious Anag. At the order of the king,
Gregory was bound hand and foot and neck and incarcerated in a dungeon. The site of this
dungeon was located in the vestry of the St. Gregory the Illuminator Monastery in Karin (modem
Erzurum), a pilgrimage site until 1915.

St. Gregory Is Committed to the Pit

From his dungeon in Karin, St. Gregory was transferred to the city of Ardashad and thrown into a
bottomless pit reserved for notorious criminals condemned to death and located in the citadel of
that town. The bottom was muddy mire where snakes thrived and the air was bad. Those
confined there suffered a sure death as a result of the unsavory surroundings.

It is reported that Gregory survived in the pit for thirteen years. Gregory's survival was made
possible through the charity of a widow who lived in the fortress where the dungeon was located.
She had received a command in a dream to prepare a loaf of bread everyday and throw it down
into the pit. That served as the source of Gregory's sustenance for thirteen years. At the site of the
bottomless pit there is now a monastery, called Khor Virabi vank (Monastery of Khor Virab, a place
of pilgrimage facing Mount Ararat and almost on the border of present-day Armenia and Turkey).
Above the pit there now a small chapel and at the bottom there is yet another small chapel where
the pilgrims light candles and pray. The original pit was twice as deep as it is today. As it was
very difficult for pilgrims to descend into it, the lower half was filled at the beginning of the
nineteenth century. Today, a visitor must descend by means of a metal ladder with 25 rungs. The
entrance to the pit is a circular vortex with a diameter of about five or six meters. Within the
monastic complex itself there is also a domed church that was originally dedicated to the Mother
of God. The present seventeenth century sanctuary, called St. Gregory the Illuminator, replaced
the former church.

The Feast of St. Gregory's Commitment to the pit is at present a day of pilgrimage to Khor Virab in
the Republic of Armenia. During the night and morning liturgical hours on that day special
hymns dedicated to St. Gregory's commitment to the pit are chanted in all of our churches
throughout the world. These hymns, grouped together as a "canon," are attributed to the
thirteenth century theologian and poet Hovhannes Bluz Vartabed of Erzinjan.



Right-Hand Relics

can be found at Etchmiadzin in Armenia and at the Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon

The Saint’s Head

[Controversial...]
Wikipedia states that his head is believed to be now in the Church and Monastery of San
Grgorio Armeno in Naples, Italy

San Gregorio Armeno ("St. Gregory of Armenia") is a church
and a monastery in Naples, Italy. “San Gregorio Armeno in
Naples was built in that century over the remains of a Roman
temple dedicated to Ceres, by a group of nuns escaping from
the Byzantine Empire with the relics of St. Gregory, bishop of
Armenia.”

[source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San Gregorio Armeno]

Orthodox sources state that it is located at the Megistis Lavras Monastery in Agion Oros, Mount
Athos, Greece

“Yan Movn Bolokovtar armoOnoavolopéva lepd Aelipava peydAwv Ayiwv g OpBodoliag, ta
omola oxkémovv T Movr] kat amoteAovv peydAn magakataOnkn yia to «ITe@BdAL ng
IMavayiog» aAAd kat attepn evAoyia yia ™ xwoa pac. MetalV twv moAAdV Aswpavwv
avap£Qove T KLELOTEQA: TNV TiHa kdoa Tov Ayiov Baoideiov kat tov Ayilov AAeEavdov Tov
ev [TVovn, adlepwpata tov Avtokpdtooa Nikndogov Pwrd, T Oavpatoveyn kaga Tov Ayiov
MuixanA Zuvvadwv, t kdoa tov Ayiov Evotpatiov kat to Boaxiova tov Ayiov Iwdvvov tov
BecoAdyov, aplepwpata tov Avtokpatooa Baoideiov B' tov BovAyapoktdvou kat tnv k&g
tov Ayiov IegopagTuog I'onyopiov emtokdmov tng Agpeviag.”

[source: http://www.orthodoxia.gr/printer friendly.cfm?id=969&obcatid=3]




St. Gregory Illuminator




The Armenian Apostolic Church celebrates the memory of St. Gregory the Illuminator

in three distinct feasts
[Source: http://www.araratian-tem.am/holidays.php?id=10]

1¢t Feast: Commemoration of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s torments and commitment to the pit

This feast is the first one among the three commemoration days dedicated to the memory of St. Gregory the
Nluminator, the first Catholicos of All Armenians. According to the Armenian Church Calendar, it is
celebrated on the eve of the Fifth Sunday during the '
period of Great Lent. The feast is dedicated to the
torments which St. Gregory suffered during his
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imprisonment.

According to historical sources, St. Gregory the J| W
[lluminator was the son of Anak Partev, a knight and ||| 5
nobleman, who killed the Armenian King Khosrov :
Arshakouni. In retaliation, Anak is executed by the
Armenians. His son, Gregory, lived and studied in
Caesarea, and was brought up as a pious Christian.
Gregory returns to Armenia as an adult and becomes a
member of the royal court. King Tiridates (Trdat), the son
of King Khosrov and heir to the throne, appoints Gregory
as the Chancellor of the Armenian Kingdom. Tiridates,
learning that Gregory is a Christian and the son of Anak,
subjects him to severe tortures and commits Gregory to

.
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death, by imprisoning him in a deep underground pit.

In 301 A.D., after spending 13 years in the pit, St. Gregory
the Illuminator is freed from the dungeon and emerges to
spread the Light of Christ in Armenia. He thus becomes
the first pontiff of the Armenian Church, baptizes the royal family, and evangelizes the whole of the
Armenian Nation. Armenia becomes the first nation in the world to officially proclaim Christianity as her
state religion.

P ——

St. Gregory the Illuminator is recognized by all of Christendom as a Saint, and he is commemorated in all
traditional Christian Churches.

2nd Feast: Feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s deliverance from the pit

In the year 301 AD, the deliverance of St. Gregory the Illuminator from the pit, was the catalyst that began
the “Great Conversion” of Armenia from the darkness of paganism to the Light of Christianity.

Following the martyrdom of the Christian nuns, led by St. Hripsime and St. Gayane, upon the order of the
Armenian pagan King Tiridates, the ruler becomes seriously ill. The sister of the king, Khosrovidoukht, has a
dream where it is revealed to her that the only remedy for the king’s condition is to free St. Gregory, still

imprisoned in the dungeon, and that he alone could cure the malady. Thirteen years following his
imprisonment in the “deep pit” of Artashat, the royal court submits to the request of Khosrovidoukht and
frees the Christian Gregory. With the intercession of Gregory’s prayers, the king recovers, Gregory becomes
the patron saint of the Armenian Church, and Tiridates, and his wife - Queen Ashkhen, become ardent
supporters in Gregory’s efforts to preach Christianity throughout Armenia, and baptize the Armenian
nation.

Pagan temples and statues are destroyed in Armenia, and replaced with Dominical Crosses in their
locations. Christianity is proclaimed by the King and the Catholicos to be the state religion of Armenia, the
first nation in the world to do so. St. Gregory is sent to Caesarea, where he is consecrated as the first Pontiff
of the Armenian Church, and becomes the first Catholicos of All Armenians.

The feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Deliverance from the Pit is one of the greatest of the Armenian
Church. A solemn Divine Liturgy is celebrated in all Armenian Churches on this day.

6



3 Feast: Commemoration Day of the discovery of the Relics of St. Gregory the Illuminator

The Commemoration Day of the discovery of the relics of
St. Gregory the Illuminator is one of the three significant
feast days dedicated to the memory of the Patron Saint of
Armenia.

According to Holy Tradition, following Armenia’s
conversion to Christianity, in his final years, St. Gregory
led an ascetic life in the cave of Mane on the Mountain
named Sepuh where he died in 326 A.D. Shepherds,
finding his body, buried him not recognizing the
Armenian Pontiff. One of his students, Garnik from Basen
sees a vision, where Gregory identifies the location of his
relics. The relics were thereupon transferred to the village
of Tordan, in the province of Daranagh, and buried there.
The relics of St. Gregory the Illuminator are one of our
most revered within the Armenian Church, as well as all
Christian Churches. Following their discovery, some were
taken to various places for safekeeping, among them
Vagharshapat (Etchmiadzin), Byzantium, and Italy. The
Right Hand of the Saint, preserved in the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin, is one of the most important sanctities of the Armenian Church, and is used by the
Catholicos of All Armenians during the blessing of the Holy Chrism (Muron). To commemorate the day,

Divine Liturgy is celebrated in our Churches.

St. Gregory is honoured on the 30* of September
by both the Byzantine (Greek Orthodox) and Latin (Roman Catholic) churches

I'onyodoilog 0 Pwriotrg
Avapeoa otoug aryiovg avopag, 0Tovg OToloug opeiAeTal 0 EKXOLOTIAVIOUOS
0AGKANOWV Aawv, eivat o I'onyoplog o Pwrtiotr|g, Tov omolov 1N ExkAnoia
onpega yogtalet v pviun. O dywog I'onyoplog, adov mewta éCnoe Blov
HAQTUOLKO, XAQLWV TG miloTedds touv ki €€ autlag e oyQldtnTog Tov
ewAoAaToov PaoiAéws g Agueviag, émeta oav Boafelo kat oav émabAo
™G peYAANS mioTews Tov, afuwdnke va yivn moaypatikd o GpwToTic Tov
AoV Tov, aPov TEWTA PATITIOE TOV (D0 TOV MOWTNTEQX dLWKTI TOL Kol
pacaviot) Bacéa. Atyor avBowmor oav tov I'onyoglo, vrédpegav tooa
Pacaviotowx Kt épetvay akAGVNToL 0TV 1o TOuS - aUTO elvoal TEOVOULO
Twv aylwv Magtiowv. Ma kat Atyor avBowmotr, oav tov aywo Tonyoouo,
oLvVEédETAV TO OVOUA TOUG Kol TO €QY0 TOUG HE TOV €KXQLOTIAVIOUO EVOG
0AGKANEOL AoV - avtd elvat and ta AbAa twv AmootoAwv. MAQTug Kkat
AmnodotoAog vmrpe o aytog I'onyoglog o PwtioTrc.
[source: http://www.ec-patr.org/gr/saints/m09-30.htm]




Eogtalovteg tnv 30Mv ToU punvog Lemteppfoiov
O ATTOX I'PHI'OPIOX o Iegopdotuoag emiokomog g
MeydAng Aopeviag
OI ATTEX PIWIMIA (Y Pupiun), TATANH kot dAAeg 32
ITAPOENOMAPTYPEZ

O ATTOX I'PHI'OPIOZX o IeQopAQTuQas EMIOKOTOG TNG
MeydaAng Aoueviag

O Tonydolog Ntav yog tov Avak, mov NTav CLYYEVIS TOL
Paoclik e MeyaAng Agpeviag, Kovoapw (290 w.X.). o Avdyx,
Aowrtdv, oe ovvegyaoia pe 1o Bacid twv Ilegowv Agtaceioa,
okotwoe tov Kovoapw. AAAa ou oatpamec e Agpeviag
£kdnOnNkav to GAvVo Tov, TKOTWVOVTAS TOV AVAK Kat OATN Tov
™V owkoyévela. AuxowOnkav povo dvo madx Tov, mov €vag
Ntav o I'onydoloc. Ztnv Kawoagelo ovvépn va ovvavinBovv o
yog tov dpovik Avak, T'onyodolog, kat o yog tov OVpatog
Tnowatnc. Tote o T'onyodgog omovdale pe NAo ta lepa
voapuata, (otv Kawoagelo g Kannadokiong and tov ekel
aQxLeTiokoTto AedvTio), MoV petalV dAAwv Aéve: "teAeiwv de
€0TLV 1] 0TEQEA TEOPT), TV Ol TNV €ELV Tt ALlOONTIOX YEYVUVATHEVA EXOVTWYV TIQOG DLAKQLOLY KAAOD TE
kat kKakoU"l. AnAadr), 1§ oteged kat vPMAOTEQN TVEVHATIKT] TQOPT] elval Vi TOUG TEAELOVG XQLOTLAVOUG,
oV A TNV ACKNOT) €XOUV TA TVEVHATIKA aloONTroL YUUVACTHEVA OTO VA dlotkQivouy eVKoAa peTa&v

TOU KAAOL Kat kKakov. 'vuvaopévog, Aowmov, kat o I'onyoglog otn dkkoLot), dxL HOVo dev amooToAdnie
tov Tnowartn, aAA& tov mAnolaoe te aydnn, anodokipace Ty AN ToL TaTéQa Tov Kat tov Borjfnoe
oe karowx acBévewn tov. Otav agydteoa o Tnowd-tne éywve Pacdidg Agueviag, Pacdvioe GpokTd TOV
TFonyoowo (mov tote Ntav emiokomog Agpeviag). o Oedg, Ouwg, emétoePe va yiver o Tnowdtng
oxwodoevic. AAAa da twv mEooevxwv tov I'onyopiov OegamevlOnke, petavonoe kat BantioOnke
XOLoTLvOG pe 0Ao tov o €0vog. T.mpdg EBpaiovg, €' 14.

OI ATIEX PIWIMIA (1) Pupiun), TATANH xou dAAeg 32 IAPOENOMAPTYPEL
H Pupipiar paptoonoe ota xeovia tov AtokAntiavov (284-304). 'Htav 6pogdn 0to opa KAt OgUvT] 0To
N0oc (kat' aAAovg kat povaxn). Emedn dev déxtnie tnv meotaon tov AOKANTIvoL va yivel yuvaika

Tov, katépuye pali pe v yepdvriooa Taiovr), mov Aéyetar ot frav kadnyovpévn g Pupuiag, otnv
Appevia. o BaocAidg opws g Agueviag Tnowdtng, diovoe yia tnv opoedLd g Puppiag kat 0éAnoe
KAl autdg va TV KAavel yovaika tov. AAA" 1] ayv] Puppia apviiBnke kat étot kivnoe tnv ogyn tov
Tnowdatn, o 6motog diétage va ) Peovv katl va ) ovAAaBovv. Ol aneotaApévol Tov ) Borkav yvew
amnd ta péen tTov Agadt, 0mov keuPoTav. Ekel Aowmdv, ol Baopagol, g éByaiav ta pATi, KATOTILY
éxoav TN YAWooa TG KAt 0Tto TEA0G €kopav To OWHa TNG O Uikod koupdtia. Etot 1) Ayia Pupuuia,
naédwoe Vv ayvr] Puxny e otov otePpavodotn Xowotd. Mali opws pe T Pupipia, poaotognoav e
dowta Pacaviotrox kat 1] yegovtiooa F'atavn, kabwg kat 32 ITapbevoudgtuoes. AAAoL avadégouvv ot
ualt pe tig Ayteg avtéc pagtognoav kot 70 avdgeg, mov kovPovtav o' ekelva Tor pPén.
[source: http://www.pigizois.net/sinaxaristis/09/30 09.htm]




) EIAOMEN TO ®QF TO AAHOINON
0 ayiog pnyoprog o dwtiomg wwv Appevinv

H Exichnaio orpepa eopTale Tn pehpn Tou ayi-
ou Mpnyopicy Tau SwnioTel Tuw Appevion now
élnoe Tow 3o pX. awva. © dyieg Tpnydpios
AT yios Tow Apdykino Avdy, o enodog peTd and
cuppurio pe Toug Mepoe; Losovidier, Bokogp-
vnoe Tov Pomikéa Koopdn, akhd o akdhoubion
Tou Podikid sEepEplnko kol GRATWEOY {10 aVTi-
Mana auTdy K T cakoyEverd Tou To 138, sondg
and Tov pikpé Tou yie Tov Doupée, nou guyd-
Eaje n Tpodgd Tou ot Kairdpe. Exei, To noi-
Bi ovorpdpnee ooy xpioTiae & ki apod Bogm-
OTAKE, MApE Ta dwopa Mpnydpiag. Apal ané-
KTRE peydkn pdppusan voppeodnke tn Mapidp
W1l anéernam So noiBid. Dpesg, perd and kai-
v auppuvio n ped Mapidp akchoufinoe 1o po-
vomiopd kol o B [prpépiog Tov asenmiapé. Orow
o npiykinog Tipiidame, o yog Tou Xoopdn, ava-
enpuxBnee fambidg Tng Appeviar Béknas va Bu-

cidaEl oTn A£d APTEQN Kol SOl QuNa JE TIW Na-
paBoan IAMEE va To Kdve o ypapparéag Tou,
nou Sev T dihog and Tov dyio Tprydpio. O
Gyog apeidnie opokoyunTar 6T Eival X pomia-
wig 1 o fombihg Biérake va Tow unolakowe oE
Pocavicmipia. ‘Oroe Ge, épofs dn eivan km o
yiag Tou Bokopdvou Tou natépa Tou BiETale wm
Tow Efbakov o' dva Pald kdwwko yio vo neddven
O, 0 dyieg nopipeve Tuwtaed 13 ohdre-
poxpdvia, SiGT pio xpiomoavh Too Speme Kabe
pépa kiye fpepdvo ugi. Omav o Tipelamng ap-
pWETNOE, CUPpWW O JE TR napddocn, Bepa-
neuTnee and Tow dyo Fprydpio ki agol niaTe-
e ol PopTioTnie xpicTigedg, and Tew dyia,
ovarhpuls Tov xpioTioviopé enionpin Bpnokeio
Tou kpdroug. O 3 dyiog Tpnybpio apou xe-
poToviEnke eniokonog Appevion km haygmioe
wikidder nioTals exaipnan epmd.

Ednuegida «IToAitne», 30 Zemtepfoiov 2009

St. Gregory the Enlightener
Gregory the Enlightener was also surnamed the Illuminator. He is of
unknown origins, but unreliable tradition has him the son of Anak, a
Parthian who murdered King Khosrov I of Armenia when Gregory
was a baby. The infant Gregory was smuggled to Caesarea to escape
the dying Khosrov's order to murder the entire family, was baptized,
3 married, and had two sons. When King Khosrov's son, Tiridates,
" e regained his father's throne, Gregory was permitted to return, but he
incurred the King's displeasure by his support of the Armenian
Christians and his conversion activities. In time, Tiridates was
converted to Christianity by Gregory and proclaimed Christianity
the official religion of Armenia. Gregory was consecrated bishop of
Ashtishat, set about organizing the Church in Armenia and building
a native clergy, and worked untiringly to evangelize the Armenians.

DA

Curiously enough, he set into motion the process that was to make
his See a hereditary episcopate when he consecrated his son
Aristakes to succeed him. He then retired to a hermitage on Mount Manyea in Taron and remained
there until his death. Many extravagant legends and miracles were attributed to him, many of
which are celebrated as feasts by the Armenians. He is considered the apostle of Armenia. His

feast day is September 30th.
[source: http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint id=122]
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