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26th September 2005 
 
 
Ms Simone Klinge 
Secretariat of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 
Directorate of Co-operation for Local and Regional Democracy  
COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
DG1 Legal Affairs 
F – 67075 STRASBOURG 
Cedex  
 
 
Dear Madame, 
 
Re: European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.(C.E., ETS – N°148) 
      Protection of the Western Armenian language  
 
We the under named would like to bring to your attention the following and ask for your 
help in connection with the above Charter for the protection of the Western Armenian 
Language. 
 
We are sure you are aware that Western Armenian is different to the Eastern Armenian, 
sometimes known as Russian Armenian. Western Armenian was the language of the 
Armenians living in Cilicia and western Turkey, but as you no doubt know, those 
Armenians in these parts who were not massacred, were forcibly thrown out of their 
homeland. They settled in countries which would accept them and give refuge to them. 
Thus many settled in the member countries of the present European Union. 
 
The contribution made by the Western Armenian to Armenian literature is far greater and 
more important than it may be apparent. The Armenian monastery on the island of St. 
Lazarre in Venice, for example, has published a tremendous number of Armenian books 
in Western Armenian of great literary value, for years. 
 
However, It is extremely difficult, as we are sure you appreciate, to keep such languages 
alive in countries where their users are only a tiny minority of the population. The 
successful preservation of these languages can only be achieved with special help, such 
as the Council of Europe is proposing and for which we are grateful, and special 
institutions which act like rudders to give a sense of direction for the drifting ships of the  
languages of small communities. 
 
The Melkonian Educational Institute in Cyprus has been one of the very few such special 
institutions and probably the most important of these “rudders” since the mid 1920’s. It 
has produced graduates with probably better knowledge of Western Armenian than any 
other organisation, as well as given a very high standard of general education for 
thousands of Armenians. 
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The Armenian General Benevolent Union which was entrusted with the management of 
Melkonian by the Trustees of the will, has now decided to close it and sell off the assets.  
 
The Will of Melkonian brothers, a copy of which I have seen, does NOT give the 
Melkonian and its assets to any body but is only a Trust to be used for the purpose it was 
intended. Thus, we believe AGBU does not have the right to sell it off; it is not theirs to do 
so. AGBU have claimed that they do have such right, in accordance with a “later” will. 
Despite many requests by many organisations, this alleged second will has not surfaced 
to the best of our knowledge. 
 
Consequently, we need help to ensure that this irresponsible act of closing Melkonian 
does not take place and for this we need all the help we can get. 
 
The Council of Europe and its Charter for Regional or Minority Languages could give us 
the help to achieve this aim of preserving the Melkonian Educational Institute, which is 
established in a EU country and its aims certainly coincide with the aims of your Charter. 
 
We would therefore ask you to use your office and influence with the Government of 
Cyprus or any other entity, to help achieve the reversal of AGBU’s wrong decision of 
doing away with the Melkonian.  
 
Yours faithfully and hopefully, 
 
Tatto Couligian      A. Nahabedian MD, BS, MS 
Melkonian Graduate     Orthopaedic Surgeon  
Civil Engineer (Retired)     Crewe 
Chairman Cheshire      Chehsire         CW1 4RN 
Armenian Church and Community Manchester   UK 
UK 
 
Harout Manougian 
Western Armenian Language Tutor 
Western Armenian Saturday School TA 
Cofounder, the Armenian Students’ Association  
The University of Waterloo 
Waterloo/Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
  
Also, my family members: 
Sam and Sevan Manougian    Arpi Ajamian 
Toronto ARS Day School      Vice Principal  
Parents and Community Members   Toronto ARS Day School 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada     Toronto, Ontario 
         Canada 
  
Vahan Ajamian      Raffi Titizian 
Member of Regional Executive, ARF   in jail since 1984 as an Armenian  
Toronto, Ontario, Canada     political prisoner 
         Montreal Quebec 
        Canada    
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