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Strasbourg, Sep  24  (CNA) – The  Com m ittee  of Ministers of the  Council of Europe  calls 
on Cyprus to  adopt a structured po licy to  protect and prom ote  the  Arm enian and Cypriot 
Maronite  Arabic languages on the  island. 
 
The  position is outlined in the  second re port on the  situation of m inority languages in 
Cyprus. It has been draw n up  by a com m ittee  of independent experts w hich m onitors 
the  app lication of the  European Charter for R egional or Minority Languages.  
 
It also  proposes that Cyprus should also  strengthen Cypriot Maronite  Arabic-m edium  
education and language  courses and prov ide  teacher training for Arm enian and Cypriot 
Maronite  Arabic languages. 
 
In detail, it is noted that the  R epresentativ e  of the  Arm enian Com m unity dem anded that 
any new  constitution should recognize  the  m inority groups as national m inorities or 
com m unities in accordance  w ith international le gal instrum ents and not as re ligious 
groups as is the  case  at present. 
 
The  re port encourages the  authorities to  m ake  the  funding procedure  m ore  transparent 
and to  find a satisfactory so lution to  the  allocation process of funds, in cooperation w ith 
the  speakers. It also  notes that any action p lan should be  em bedded w ithin a 
com prehensiv e  language  po licy. 
 
The  Com m ittee  of E xperts com m ends the  authorities for initiating the  process of 
codifying Cypriot Maronite  Arabic w hich w ill enable  its use  in other areas of public life. 
 
It also  encourages the  authorities to assist the  Maronites in e stablishing a Culture  and 
Youth Centre. 
 
Furtherm ore , it re grets the  term ination of the  annual Christm as te le v ision program  in 
Arm enian and encourages the  Cypriot authorities to  facilitate  the  broadcasting of 
te le v ision program s in Arm enian and Cypriot Maronite  Arabic. 
 
With regard to  the  Me lkonian E ducational Institute, the  Com m ittee  of E xperts asks the  
Cypriot authorities to  prov ide  further inform ation on new  de v e lopm ents on the  issue  and 
rem ained concerned about the  future  existence  of Arm enian education in Cyprus. It 
further underlines the  ne ed to prov ide  teacher training in Arm enian. 
 
O n the  Turkish language, the  Com m ittee  of Experts inv ites the  Cypriot authorities to  
giv e  m ore  inform ation on the  situation of the  Turkish language, noting that it w ould 
w e lcom e  m ore  inform ation on the  use  of Turkish in hospitals and public se rv ices in the  
next pe riodical report. 
 


